
The Marcel Grossmann Meetings (MG) were founded in 1975 by Remo Ruffini and Abdus Salam with the aim of reviewing developments in gravitation and
general relativity with major emphasis on mathematical foundations and physical predictions. The dedication to Marcel Grossmann celebrates the
merging of the mathematical ideas of Ricci and Levi Civita with the physics world, made possible by the genius of Albert Einstein. 
The main objective of these meetings is to bring together scientists from diverse backgrounds in order to deepen our understanding of spacetime
structures and review the status of experiments testing Einstein’s theory of gravitation. The range of topics is broad: from more abstract classical
gravitational theories, quantum gravity, and string theories all the way to relativistic astrophysics and an outlook towards future observational missions. 
The first two meetings were held in Trieste, MG3 in Shanghai, China, MG4 in Rome, Italy, MG5 in Perth, Australia, MG6 in Kyoto, Japan, 
MG7 in Stanford, USA, MG8 in Jerusalem, Israel, MG9 in Rome, Italy, and MG10 in Rio, Brazil. 
The Eleventh Marcel Grossmann Meeting (MG11) will take place in Berlin July 23-29, 2006 at the Freie Universität Berlin
(Free University of Berlin), an attractive destination for both practical and historical reasons. It is situated in the park-like district of Berlin-Dahlem, 
the home of an academic colony of worldwide reputation. The most famous German researchers of the early 20th century lived and worked there, 
among them Einstein, Planck, Heisenberg, Bothe, Debye, Geiger, Haber, Hahn, Meitner, Strassmann, von Laue, Warburg, Butenandt, Meyerhof. 
The former home of Otto Hahn is just around the corner from the MG11 conference site, close to the former Kaiser-Wilhelm Institute of Physics
where Hahn, Meitner, and Strassmann discovered the fission of uranium in 1938. Near the institute is the house where Einstein lived after moving
to Berlin from Zürich in 1914. 
Some of the speakers at MG11 will be accommodated in the famous Harnack House, inseparable from the “Dahlem Legend”. Nobel Prize winners 
and their students met here for social interaction and academic discussion, participating in lectures and colloquia. Here they could lunch, read the
international press, drink coffee in the garden, engage in sports, and play music. The list of former guests and lecturers reads like a 
“Who’s Who in Science and Culture”. One Nobel Price winner, the biologist Hans Fischer, even received the news of his award during his stay 
at the Harnack House. The German writer Ricarda Huch, the Swiss art historian Heinrich Woelfflin, and the Indian philosopher Rabindranath Tagore

also added to the House’s luster and prestige. 
In 1935, in direct opposition to the government, Max Planck led 

an impressive commemoration of Fritz Haber here. 
The Kaiser-Wilhelm Institutes were later reorganized
and renamed in the former physicist’s honor as the
Max Planck Institutes. 

The MG11 conference banquet dinner will
take place next to Potsdamer Platz. 

The Marcel Grossmann Awards ceremony
will be honoured by the presence 
of German public personalities, 
and a rich series of events is planned 

for the social program.

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Blair D., Choquet-Bruhat Y., Christodoulou D., Damour T., Ehlers J., Everitt F., Fang L.Z., Hawking S., Kleinert H., Ne’eman Y.,

Ruffini R. (chair), Sato H., Sunyaev R., Weinberg S.

The Freie Universität Berlin was founded
in 1948 as an alternative to the historic
Humboldt University, then in the Soviet
section of Berlin. Henry Ford donated a
substantial amount of money for a library,
which provided a basis for teaching and
research. Various faculties were housed
in private villas. The number of students
grew rapidly and the Freie Universität today
is one of the leading universities worldwide
with  outstanding recent architectural
additions to its splendid campus. Together
with the ETH in Zurich, the University of
Nice Sophia-Antipolis, the University of
Savoie and the University of Rome “La
Sapienza”, the Freie Universität is the
cofounder of the International PhD program
in Relativistic Astrophysics, sponsored by
ICRANet. 
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INTERNATIONAL COORDINATING COMMITTEE
ALBANIA: Hafizi M. • ARGENTINA: Mirabel F., Nuñez C.A. • ARMENIA: Gurzadyan V. • AUSTRALIA: Lun A., Manchester R., Scott S.M., Steele J.D., Veitch P. •

AUSTRIA: Aichelburg P.C., Schindler S. • BELGIUM: Henneaux M., Surdej J. • BELORUSSIA: Minkevich A. • BOLIVIA: Aguirre C. • BRAZIL: Aguiar O.,
Aldrovandi R., Novello M., Opher R., Perez Bergliaffa S., Villela T. • CANADA: Cooperstock F., Page D.N., Papini G., Smolin L. • CHILE: Bunster Weitzman C. •

CHINA (BEIJING): Feng L.L., Gao J.G., Jing Y.P., Li M.,Wu X.P. • CHINA (TAIPEI): Lee D.S., Lee W.L., Ni W.T. • COLUMBIA: Sepulveda A.,Torres S. •
CROATIA: Milekovic M. • CUBA: Quiros I. • CZECH REPUBLIC: Bicak J. • DENMARK: Novikov I. • EGYPT: Wanas M.I. • ESTONIA: Einasto J. • FINLANDVolovik G. •

FRANCE: Brillet A., Chardonnet P., Coullet P., Deruelle N., Iliopoulis J., Mignard F., Pacheco J.A.• GERMANY: Biermann P.L. Fritzsch H., Genzel R., Greiner W.,
Hasinger G., Kiefer C., Neugebauer G., Nicolai H., Ringwald A., Schutz B. • GREECE: Batakis N., Cotsakis S. • HUNGARY: Fodor G. • ICELAND: Bjornsson G. •
INDIA: Narlikar J., Sahni V.,Vishveshwara C.V. • IRAN: Mansouri R., Sobouti Y. • IRELAND: O’Murchada N.• ISRAEL: Piran T.,Verbin Y. • ITALY: Belinski V., Bianchi M.,

Ciufolini I., Menotti P., Regge T., Stella L.,Treves A. • JAPAN: Fujimoto M., Makino J., Nakamura T., Sasaki M., Sato K.,Tomimatsu A. • KAZAKHSTAN: Abdildin A.M.,
Mychelkin E.G. • KOREA (PYEONGYANG): Kim J.S., Kim Y.G. • KOREA (SEOUL): Lee C.H., Lee H.W., Song D.J. • KYRGYZSTAN: Gurovich V.Ts. •

LIBYA: Gadri M. • MEXICO: Garcia A., Macìas-Alvarez A., Mielke E.W., Rosenbaum M., Ryan M. • NETHERLANDS: ‘t Hooft G. • NEW ZEALAND: Visser M.,
Wiltshire D. • NORWAY: Knutsen H. • POLAND: Demianski M., Nurowski P., Sokolowski L. • PORTUGAL: Costa M., Moniz P. • ROMANIA: Visinescu M. •

RUSSIA: Bisnovatyi-Kogan G.S., Blinnikov S., Boyarchuck A.A., Chechetkin V.M., Khriplovich I.B., Kotov Yu.D., Lipunov V., Lukash V., Melnikov V., Narozhny N.,
Rudenko V., Starobinsky A.A., • SERBIA: Sijacki D. • SLOVENIA: Cadez A. • SOUTH AFRICA: Maharaj S. • SPAIN: Ibanez J., Perez-Mercader J.,Verdaguer E. •

SWEDEN: Abramowicz M., Marklund M., Rosquist K. • SWITZERLAND: Durrer R., Jetzer P. • TURKEY: Nutku Y. • UNITED KINGDOM: Barrow J., Cruise A.M.,
Green M., Kibble T., Maartens R. • USA: Ashtekar A., Bardeen J., Barish B., Chen P., Cornish N., Dermer C., DeWitt-Morette C., Drever R., Finkelstein D., Halpern L.,
Hellings R., Jantzen R.T. (chair), Klauder J., Kolb R., Lousto C., Mashhoon B., Matzner R., Melia F., Nordtvedt K., Parker L., Pullin J., Schwarz J., Shapiro I.,

Shoemaker D., Smoot G.,Thorne K.S., van Nieuwenhuizen P.,York J.W. Jr. • UZBEKISTAN: Zalaletdinov R.M. • VATICAN CITY: Stoeger W. • VENEZUELA: Herrera
L., Percoco U. • VIETNAM: van Hieu N.

LOCAL ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Brügmann B., Chervyakov A., Dittus H., Janke W.,

Kleinert H. (chair),
Kunz J., Laemmerzahl C., Nogueira F.,

Pelster A., Rezzolla L., Sedlmayr E.,
Theisen S.,Thiemann T.

MG11 Berlin 23-29 July 2006

website: http://www.icra.it/MG/mg11/
email: mg11@icra.it
The Freie Universität of Berlin: http://www.fu-berlin.de/en/index.html
The Kaiser Wilhelm Institute: http://nobelprize.org/physics/articles/states/walther-bothe.html
The Harnack House: http://www.harnackhaus-berlin.mpg.de/eng-main.htm
The new library built by Norman Foster: http://www.fu-berlin.de/info/philbib
The Einstein Tower in Potsdam: http://www.aip.org/history/einstein/ae38.htm
The Brandenburg Gate (symbol of the German reunification):
http://www.dailysoft.com/east-berlin/mitte/bgate.htm
The Charlottenburg Castle: http://www.spsg.de/index.php?id=134

OFFICIAL CARRIER OF MG11

Max-Planck-Institut
für Gravitationsphysik
(Albert-Einstein-Institut)

EElleevveenntthh MMaarrcceell GGrroossssmmaannnn MMeeeettiinngg
On recent developments in theoretical and experimental general relativity, gravitation, and relativistic field theories
EElleevveenntthh MMaarrcceell GGrroossssmmaannnn MMeeeettiinngg
On recent developments in theoretical and experimental general relativity, gravitation, and relativistic field theories
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